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A New Discussion on Guodian Confucian Manuscript: Centered on Zun De Yi, Liu De, Cheng
Zhi Wen Zhi and Xing Zi Ming Chu

Ding Sixin

Abstract: The first three chapters of Yu Cong at Guodian manuscript are mainly derived from Confucian literature
in the late Spring and Autumn Period to the early Warring States period. And other Confucian texts at Guodian
manuscript are also probably written in the same period. Generally speaking, the Guodian Confucian manuscript can be
regarded as a collection of works of Confucius and Zisi. Liu De, Zun De Yi, Cheng Zhi Wen Zhi and Xing Zi Ming
Chu are highly related both in text and thought. The first three are probably written by Confucius, and the last either
by Confucius himself or by his disciples. Even though the last is the work of a disciple of Confucius, it mainly
reflects the thoughts of Confucius. Previously, the academic circle either judged Guodian Confucian manuscript as the
work of a scholar between Confucius and Mencius, or speculated it as a part of Zisizi. Actually, these two popular
opinions underestimate the philological and ideological value of Guodian manuscript to a large extent. Furthermore,
Confucius’ thoughts and philosophy should be reinterpreted and reconstructed according to Guodian manuscript.

Key words: Guodian manuscript; Zun De Yi;Liu De; Cheng Zhi Wen Zhi;Xing Zi Ming Chu
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