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Examining the Thoughts of Shengzhi (%ij7,Rule of Rope) in Traditional China
Feng Shi

Abstract: In traditional culture, the emphasis on chengren zhidao (i A\ Z il , “the way of cultivating man” ) with
wende ( L | “civilized virtue” ) oriented, and the thoughts of shengzhi(?% VA, rule of rope, i.e. to govern, resembling
the celestial coordinates, with wende as its foundation) in governing state and cultivating people thereof developed,
which is reflected through the traditional concept of time and space, features Chinese civilization significantly. The
question of the origin of these thoughts, which used to be unresolved, becomes solvable as important evidences from
archaeological materials are available. The discovery of carved graphs on some of the pottery pedestals unearthed from
the Neolithic site at Liulinxi, Zigui county, Hubei province, being identified as the earliest Chinese characters known
by now, is of great importance to the research of the origin of the Huaxia civilization against the background of Yixia
Dongxi(ﬁﬁfﬁ@ ,the Yi in the East and the Xia in the West)in ancient China as well as that of the creation of
Chinese characters. The images of wuwei—tu ( TL {7 [€] , “the diagram of five positions” ) and jiugong—tu ( JUE &, “the
diagram of nine palaces”), some of which are represented graphically as ersheng( 4, “two ropes” )or siwei( JUZE,
“lines bonding the four corners” )as seen in Liulinxi relics, indicate that the ancient inhabitants there not only had
already possessed the notion of expressing civilization via the character wen(3C, “civility” ), but also had attributed the
meaning of wende to time and space, thereby facilitating us to trace the history of the Chinese civilization to 7000
years ago. Such design, by representing the wende notion via the spatial ropes, brilliantly denotes one characteristic of
Chinese civilization, i.e. the thoughts of rule of rope, which reveals the essence of siwei, and becomes the source of
the traditional policy of governance.

Key words: the thoughts of rule of rope; siwei; Huaxiaj origins of civilization; Neolithic site at Liulinxi of Zigui

county
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