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Tushi Danqing: Mineral Pigment of the Song Dynasty
Cheng Minsheng

Abstract: The great economic and cultural development in the Song Dynasty promoted the extensive application
and progress of mineral pigments, which occupied a large market in the Song Dynasty. The popularity of red promoted
the great development of mineral pigment industry represented by cinnabar and laterite; cyan pigment is mainly azurite,
widely used in architecture and painting; yellow pigments are mainly realgar, orpiment, sienna, etc; white paint mainly
used in the construction industry chalk and lime, while high—grade is clam powder and ceruse; ink is the most common
black pigment. It is also used to dye textiles. There are also black pigment such as iron powder, iron slurry and
graphite. Black paint is also popular. Mineral pigments were important commodities in the Song Dynasty, and most of
them were also medicinal materials. They had high economic value, great volume of production and circulation. They
were important handicraft industry and commercial behavior in the Song Dynasty, which promoted the prosperity of color
economy and made great contributions to the development and prosperity of human color.

Key words: the Song Dynasty; mineral pigment; color; cinnabar
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