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Reassessing the Status of the Twenty—Four Chinese Solar Terms in the Human Calendar System
Bi Xuling and Tang Meng

Abstract: The twenty—four Chinese solar terms calendar system is an independent invention of the Chinese ancestors in
the process of observing images and governing time. With continuous exploration, the twenty—four Chinese solar terms have
formed a complete system with five days as one Hou (fi%), three Hou as one Qi (”<,), six Qi as one Shi(f] ), and four Shi as
one year. The twenty—four Chinese solar terms is a relatively strict solar calendar, and it is also the dominant one in the
traditional yin—yang calendar. As a calendar with strong regional adaptability, the twenty—four Chinese solar terms originated in
the distinctive continental monsoon climate of the Yellow River Basin. It has also been inherited and spread in Asian countries
with strong continental and prominent monsoon climate characteristics. It has promoted the development of Chinese farming
civilization and greatly promoted the development of Asian civilization. From a global perspective, the twenty—four Chinese
solar terms matured earlier than the Coptic calendar in ancient Egypt, and it is also the earliest mature solar calendar in the
human calendar system.

Key words: the twenty—four Chinese solar terms; solar calendar; calendar system

[wAEsm AR/ A A

103



