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The Combination of Etiquette and Law and the Formation of Ethics Community in the Wei and
Jin Dynasty

Cao Shenggao

Abstract: As the basic strategy of national governance, the combination of etiquette and law became the basic
means of constructing public order in early China after theoretical interpretation and judicial practice. Etiquette forms
behavioral consciousness by virtue of moral identification, and law establishes behavioral norms by virtue of external
compulsion. The Han Dynasties have taken ethical identification, which runs through the classics, as the internal
requirement of judicial practice. When constructing the ethical order in Wei and Jin Dynasties, the ethical identification
formed in early China was strengthened with the help of the ritual system, which was used as the benchmark to
measure the social order. Wei Law and Taishi Law have reflected the trend of maintaining the ethical order together,
such as maintaining filial piety in the way of combining the rules of etiquette and law, strengthening it from an ethical
concept to a public order. The Tang Dynasty confirmed the practice of combining etiquette and law in the way of
quoting scripture and expunging law, took the moral ethics maintained by scripture as the internal requirements of law
formulation and judicial practice, strengthened the ethical identification with social education, and maintained the ethical
order with judicial practice, thus contributing to the formation of the ethical community of the Chinese nation.

Key words: Legal judgments by reference to classics; enunciate rites by law; quoting scripture to annotate laws;

the combination of etiquette and law
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