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The Important Position of He—-Luo Region in the Formation and Early Development of
Chinese Civilization

Cheng Youwei

Abstract: Archaeological excavations in the past hundred years have found numerous settlements and capital sites
in He-Luo region, providing valuable data for the study of the origin, formation and early development of civilization.
According to the literature, the four generations of Tang, Yu, Xia, Shang and Zhou lived in He-Luo region. The
number and importance of settlements and capital sites found in He-Luo region from the Neolithic Age to Western
Zhou Dynasty are unique in the whole country, which fully shows that He-Luo region had a pivotal and irreplaceable
position in the formation and early development of Chinese civilization. He—Luo region is the core area of the formation
and early development of Chinese civilization, and is an important birthplace of the Chinese nation and Chinese
civilization. As early as the Western Zhou Dynasty, Luoyi was regarded as the earliest place of “China”, and formed
the traditional concept of “choosing the capital of China in central area”. Under its influence, He—Luo region, as “the
middle of the world”, became the national political, economic and cultural center from the Spring and Autumn Period
to the Song Dynasty.

Key words: He—Luo region; Chinese civilization; formation and development; status
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