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The North—South Construction of the Ancient Conception of “Centre of the World” in
Shan-hai Jing ({11125))

Wang Dehua

Abstract: The contents and classification of the eighteen chapters of Shan—hai Jing have their own internal logic.
The structure and content of the text narrative of Shan—hai Jing reflects the north—south construction of the ancient
conception of “centre of the world” (K F2Z ™). In the first thirteen chapters, the two “centres of the world” reflect
the evolution from the mythological geographical center centered on “Hainei Kunlun” (7 PN EL ) to the dynasty’s
geographical thought of “centre of the earth (#1H7)”, which is the geographical construction of “centre of the world”
by the northern central plains. In the latter five chapters, the two “centres of the world” are constructed by the
southern ethnic groups. The “centre of the world” led by “Emperor Jun (%5 )” in “Hainei Jing” (CENBRY)
reflects the geographical construction of “centre of the world” centered on self clan in the era of tribal union; The
four—direction geographical space of the “Four Classics of the Great Wilderness” ({ K 3t Pl %) ) formed by blood
relationship reflects the ethnic identity of the marginal ethnic groups centered on the Huaxia ethnic group. The
principle of text compilation of “things are attached to each other” is an important reason why we can still see the
geographical thought of the north—south construction of the ancient conception of “centre of the world” in Shan—hai
Jing today. The construction and convergence of the north and the south towards the ancient conception of “centre of
the world” reflects the cultural psychological structure of the unity of human and heaven shared by the north and the
south, which has profound enlightenment for us to understand the formation and characteristics of the early Chinese state.

Key words: Shan—hai Jing; centre of the world; the north—south construction; the conception of geography; text

structure
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