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Whip a Swift Horse:Mozi’s Ethics of Responsibility in the Comparative View of
Confucianism and Mohism

Tu Keguo

Abstract: Mozi explained and constructed unique and rich ethical thoughts of responsibility. According to the
meaning, characteristics and contents of responsibility, it includes three aspects. The first is the value orientation of
“valuing righteousness” of moral responsibility; the second is the ethical characteristics of responsibility focusing on the
pursuit of utility; the third is the ethical structure of responsibility with the basic content of strength and benefiting the
world. Mozi’ s ethical thought of responsibility is based on the demands of various social problems and the interests of
small producers. Mozi’ s ethical thought of responsibility, which bases the responsibility of different subjects and
different levels on the pursuit of utility, has a strong realistic characteristic. It has certain enlightening significance for
solving the moral crisis phenomenon of the lack of responsibility caused by the excessive expansion of instrumental
rationality and individual rights in contemporary society.

Key words: Mozi; responsibility ; ethics thought
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