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Comments on Evolution about the One in Early Taoism
Wang Zhongjiang

Abstract: Some studies have identified Wenzi (especially bamboo text) and Heguanzi as early Taoist texts, which
provides an important starting point for the study of the evolution of the concept of the One of early Taoism. The
concept of the One and the Way in the three texts of Wenzi, Heguanzi and Liishi Chungiu maintains a basic
identification, which is the Taoist answer to what is the root of all things. The One not only refers to the origin of all
things, but also refers to the universal law and the essence of the unity of all things, and also refers to the highest
governing principle. Centered on the concept of the One, these three texts respectively put forward their own generation
model of all things and universal law theory, and put forward the fundamental principle of establishing a good social
and political order. The use of the One in the three texts is also different. In Wenzi, the Way is used more often. The
position of the One in Heguanzi is higher than that of the Way. The application of the One in Liishi Chungiu is often
supported by historical experience.

Key words: early Taoism; the One; concept evolution

[FriEmBE/ B &

24



