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On the Thought and Practice of Harnessing the Yellow River in Ming Dynasty
Tian Bing

Abstract: In the Ming dynasty, the Yellow River overflows all the time. The continuous practice of harnessing the
Yellow River enriches these harnessing thoughts. The viewpoint of diversion in the early and middle Ming dynasty
played a leading role in the practice, curbed the flood of the Yellow River to a certain extent, and ensured the smooth
flow of water transport. At the same time, the malpractice of the thought of diverting water gradually appeared, so the
thought of bundling water to attack sand occupied a dominant position in the late Ming dynasty. The idea of artificial
diversion and the idea of canal river control, which appeared almost at the same time as the idea of confluence, failed
to be put into practice. The idea of artificial diversion ignored the fact that the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal could
only transport grain from the south to the north with the help of the Yellow River, affecting the national economy and
people’s livelihood, and was ultimately not adopted by the imperial court. The thought of canal river management focus
on the whole basin management, which could not be realized under the technical conditions at that time. However,
these thoughts of river management were innovation in the theories of river management in the Ming dynasty, and had
a far-reaching impact on the development and improvement of the whole basin management thought in later generations.

Key words: the Ming dynasty;the Yellow River harnessing; water transport; thought and practice of harnessing the
Yellow River
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