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The Entanglement between the Yellow River and the Canal: Notes on Mengxibitan and the
Deeds of the Canal

Wang Jian

Abstract: The Yellow River is closely related to the canal. For the canal, the Yellow River is a double—edged
sword with interdependent advantages and disadvantages. This situation was not only prominent in the Ming and Qing
dynasties, but also existed in the Northern Song dynasty. Kaifeng was the capital of the Northern Song dynasty, which
introduced the Yellow River for transportation and made the Bian River become a river on the ground. This greatly
affected the improvement of the shipping function of the Bian River and required a huge amount of cost to manage it.
In the Northern Song dynasty, the water transport function of Bian River should be different, which needs dynamic
research. Shen Kuo’s Mengxibitan provides valuable information, which enables us to understand the situation, causes,
treatment and project quality of the aboveground suspended river of Bian River. This has important reference value for
the dynamic study of the Tang Song canal and the objective evaluation of the historical role of the Tang Song canal
and its relationship with the rise and fall of the Tang Song empire.

Key words:the Yellow River;canal;the Bian River;Tang and Song dynasties; Mengxibitan
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