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The Book of Songs-Binfeng:Pofu and the Zhou Gong’s Imperial Inspection Tour
Yin Rongfang

Abstract: The purport of Pofu in The Book of Songs was not about war, not a crusade against the “four
kingdoms” of Guan, Cai, Shang, and Yan. There were no words of war in the poem, and the “four kingdoms” in the
poem refer to the four directions. And the “eastern crusade of the Zhou Gong” mentioned in the poem refers to the
Zhou Gong’s “hunting visit” to the east(imperial inspection tour). The purpose was to open up wasteland, tell people
the timing of agriculture, select talents, enfeoff etc. These were important production and ceremonial activities of that

¢ e«

time. The axe and “qgiang” “qi giu” mentioned in the poem were all agricultural tools, which also shows that the
east expedition of Zhou Gong had nothing to do with war.
Key words: The Book of Songs * Binfeng « Pofu; Zhou Gong; ceremonial activities ; four directions; open up wasteland ;

agricultural tools
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