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The Rise and Fall of Local Preparedness Granaries in the Southern Song Dynasty and
Its Causes

Yang Fang

Abstract: In Southern Song dynasty, with the local preparedness granaries sprung up, such as She Cang, Pingdi
Cang, Pingtiao Cang and so on, the famine relief granary system which Changping Cang and YiCang as the main body
and the local granaries as supplement formed. Compared to Changping Cang and Yi Cang, She Cang and other local
granaries were more suitable for the local conditions, for its management was flexible and diverse for absorbing the
local resources to serve the rescue. The local preparedness granaries’ rise was a result of many factors. The realistic
reason was the embarrassment of local finance and the weakening of disaster relief capability of Changping Cang and
Yi Cang. Local forces were the main driving force for the flourishing development of the local granaries. The local
granaries’ rise was also driven by Confucian social and political ideals. However, most of the local granaries couldn’t
maintain for a long time because of the official corruption and the local despotic force control for private benefits.

Key words: the Southern Song dynasty;local preparedness granaries;local forces; Neo—Confucianism ; despotic force
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