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An Analysis of the Reason Why Zhou Destroyed Shang in One Day
Du Yong

Abstract: The Battle of Muye was a decisive battle of Yin and Zhou dynasties. The Zhou people won the war with
fewer people which led to the replacement of the co-ruler of the world. The Zhou lied in the west and were small.
Their territory, productive forces, and military strength were all inferior than those of Yin. There is a reason why the
people of Zhou defeated the “Dayishang” overnight and became the co-rulers of the world. During the reign of King
Zhou of the Shang dynasty, vassal states deviated from his government, the unified aristocratic state gradually collapsed,
and the suzerainty status was in turmoil. As a single political entity, Yin and Zhou dynasties also changed subtly. In
terms of territory, population, economy and other objective conditions, Shang is better than Zhou, while Zhou is much
better than the Shang in national governance, thus making up for the deficiency in objective conditions. In the final
battle of Muye, although the Yin army was numerically superior, the Zhou promote justice in tactics to motivate their
morale, arrange the array in order to form a resultant force, drive forward and break the enemy with sharp troops. The
Battle of Muye overthrew the rule of Shang State over the world and established Zhou State as the co-ruler of the
world, thus opening a new chapter of Western Zhou civilization and history.

Key words: the people of Zhou dynasty; conquer the Shang dynasty; Li Gui;the Battle of Muye;the replacement of

the co—ruler of the world
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