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A Study on the Ritual Culture of the Capital Luoyang of the Eastern Han Dynasty
Gao Chongwen

Abstract: Liu Xiu made expansion on the basis of original Luoyang according to the idea of capital etiquette
system. The Nangong Great Court is in the middle, the temple and She are separated from each other on the left and
right, formally forming the layout of “Left ancestor and right She”. The temple system changed the decentralized tomb
temple system in the Western Han dynasty, and imply centralized temple system in which all emperors and gods had
one temple and “sharing the same hall”. The south palace has four gates in each direction, which named Qinglong,
Baihu and Xuanwu respectively. The south gate is named Duanmen, which is similar to the “Road Sleeping” gate of
Zhou dynasty. These are the embodiment of the concept of yin and yang and five elements in the construction of the
capital. The avenue in front of Duanmen, through the Pingcheng Gate of Nanyuan, leads directly to the ritual
architecture complex in the southern suburbs, and becomes the ritual royal road to the south of the main palace, which
is under the unified control of Nangong Nantun Sima. The Mingtang, Lingtai, Biyong and Taixue have their own unique
structures and function. The Mingtang is used to worship the Five Emperors, the Lingtai is used to observe the celestial
phenomena, the Biyong is used to hold archery and endowment ceremonies, the Taixue is used to teach the classics,
and the ritual architecture complex in the southern suburbs becomes the center of etiquette propaganda. Sacrifice to the
sky in the southern suburbs and to the earth in the northern suburbs has become the custom of the capitals of all
dynasties. Luoyang in the Eastern Han dynasty opened a typical model of ancient capital etiquette civilization, which
has a profound impact on the establishment of capital etiquette civilization in later dynasties.

Key words: capital Luoyang of the Eastern Han dynasty;left ancestor and right She; Mingtang ; Biyong ; Taixue
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