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Li and Qi as Leading and Governing Concepts: The Noumenon Construction of Zhu Xi’s
Philosophy of Life

Zhang Shunqing

Abstract: The question of the relationship of Li and Qi is the basic question of Zhu Xi’ s philosophy, and Zhu Xi’ s
life philosophy is based on it. Zhu Xi regards Li as noumenon of all things and takes Qi as the material of forming of
all things. However, both of them have the meaning of leading and governing, and both can be regarded as the
“noumenon” of all things. The unity of Li and Qi constitutes the foundation of all life, and both of them together
affect the creation, nature and value of life. Although Li has some features of “ontologhy” in western philosophy, it
should not be regarded as such concept. Li is the concept about “Sheng-sheng”, which is a special noun in Chinese
traditional philosophy. Li is the basis and law for the generation and existence of life in an abstract sense, while Qi
determines the generation of life and constitutes the realistic restriction factor of life, so Qi also has a fundamental
significance for life. Li must take Qi as the carrier and the basis of existence. Interpreting the origin and value of life
by the theory of the integration of Li and Qi, constitutes the characteristics of Zhu Xi’s philosophy of life.

Key words: Zhu Xi; Li; Qi; Tong-ti; Sheng-sheng
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