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Duoyi({f£E.)) and the Ceremony of King Wu’s Recruitment: Also on the Reign of the Early
Shang and Zhou Dynasties

Zhang Huaitong

Abstract: The first sentence of Duoyi said: “King Wu captured the Kingdom of Yin, masters of the lords and
became the master of the vassals and xianmin. King Wu conscripts the leaders of the army to meet the king in the
suburb of Yin.” It records the historical fact that King Wu hold the recruitment ceremony. The time was Wuchen Day,
the fifth day after the victory of the Muye Battle; the place was the outskirts of the Shang capital (Yin Ruins of
Anyang, Henan Province nowadays); the objects were the feudal princes, the xianmin and the leaders of the army. The
purpose of King Wu’ s recruitment ceremony is to “To invade the disloyal country”, that is what Shifu records at
Wuchen day “Lii was ordered to invade the country of Yuexi”. And on the way back, a series of campaigns against
other states attached to the Shang dynasty. It is known that King Wu’ s recruitment was first recorded in Shangbo
bamboo Slip Rongchengshi that Shang Tang “conscript the vassals to govern the world” after the conquest. The war of
Shang Tang and King Wu is rooted in the compound state structure of Shang and Zhou dynasties, indicating that the
royal government of Yin, Shang and Zhou in the early years was “Chinese royal government with limited power”.

Key words: recruitment ceremony ;to invade the disloyal country;recruit talents ; kingship
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