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The Historical Status of Wang Hai: With a Disscution on the Emergence of Primitive Kingship

Wang Zhenzhong

Abstract: Wang Hai was the first of the Shang leaders who were known as “Wang (King) ” in oracle bone

inscriptions. The shape of the character “Hai” in the oracle bone inscriptions provides traces of bird totem, but the

Shang people did not belong to the Dongyi group, which took birds as totems. Since the Xia dynasty, Xia, Shang and

Zhou people were all part of the Huaxia nation. Wang Hai was called “Wang” because the power of “Wang” at that

time mainly came from the divinity and power of mysterious bird worship. This reveals that the concept of “Wang”

was mainly religious. Such a title as “Wang Hai” was the result of the emergence of the original royal power at that

time. Wang Hai was a king of early form. His royal power was limited to the Shang people, and he could not dominate

other tribes or states. This was different from the “unified kingship” of the Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties.
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