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On the Common People’s Social Life in the Middle and Late Spring and Autumn Period in
The Analects of Confucius

Li Jiansheng

Abstract: Based on The Analects of Confucius, the specific situation of the civilian social life in the middle and
late spring and autumn period showed common people had to bear various social restrictions in their lives. Peasants
were live in poverty due to the social restrictions, which was largely related to the production mode they were engaged
in. Due to the limitation of their original social status, the morality, character and knowledge of some urban poor
people can hardly change their social status. However, there were many opportunities for the ordinary people. Individual
labor has emerged. Some civilians live in seclusion, they are free from the control of their original family, and their
thoughts can be independent. Some civilians have blood, geographical and academic relations with the social elite
groups, therefore their lives and social status has been improved. The social life of the common people in The Analects
of Confucius can reflect the boundary of Confucian thought and its social practice, and also reflect the separation of the
natural social status and ideas between social elite and common people.

Key words: The Analects of Confucius; common people ; social life
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