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Literary Writing of Urban Sound Landscape in the Process of Urban Transformation in the
Tang and Song Dynasties

Cai Yan

Abstract: In the process of urban transformation in the Tang and Song Dynasties, a series of changes have also
taken place in the literary writing of urban sound landscape: the routinization of the noisy “city voice”, the decline of
the authority of “official street drum”, the secularization and entertainment of temple music. This change shows the
transmutation of the politics, social economy, cultural customs, literati mentality and other aspects of the times from a
unique level, and it also reflects many connotations of urban transformation. In the urban sound image, the “city
sound” as the pulse of urban life can only be fully released after the strict control of time and space loosened in the
urban transformation of the Tang and Song Dynasties. “Official Street Drum” is a typical sound image in the urban
management system, which is closely integrated with the curfew. After the broken of municipal system, it gradually loses
the restraint and deterrent power of urban residents. Although it is called a street drum, it is already a formality. As
an important part of the urban sound landscape, temple music is no longer limited to the silence of morning bells and
evening drums, but becomes noisy and jubilant. The voice of buyers and sellers, the noise of the crowd, the noise of
temple customs, and the applause of acrobatic performances break the solemn religious atmosphere of the temple, its
secular color and entertainment function are gradually strengthened. During the Tang and Song Dynasties, the
development of the commodity economy and the breakthrough of the needs of civil society in the centralized
management of cities led to the management of urban space and time from close to relative openness.

Key words: Tang and Song literature ; urban transformation; sound landscape; secularization
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