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A Probe into the Women’s Contact Network in the Palace of the Song Dynasty

Cheng Yu

Abstract: Women in the deep palace had to establish various relationships with other women before they could be
associated with men. There were about three levels of relationships between the women in the palace: Firstly, the lower ranking
women were prone to sisterly alliances and even to mutual political assistance. Secondly, the older noblewomen nurtured young
girls in an attempt to continue the “favour” for generations, either by blood with the noblewomen or, more often, from the lower
ranks, often called “adopted girls”. Thirdly, the various levels of female officials and courtesans formed a three—dimensional,
multi-layered relationship with the noblewomen. The Empress Dowager, who holds the political power behind the scenes will
have more female assistants and the ministries of the various halls depending on the status of the noblewomen. If one
noblewomen is favoured, all her subordinates are favoured. When one is out of favour, her subordinates are all out of luck. In
the dark inner palace system, from the queen down to the girl, the first task is to survive, not that women like the palace fight,
but they can not survive without fighting each other. The unnamed victims were never of interest to the historians.

Key words: the Song Dynasty ; imperial palace; female connection
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