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On The Historical Connection Between Yangming—Xue and Zhuzi—Xue from Conclusion of
Zhuzi In His Later Years

Zhang Maoze and Wang Linfeng

Abstract: Wang Yangming spent his whole learning life with Zhuzi—Xue (& F %% ). As a record of Wang Yang
ming’s learning and studying Zhuzi—Xue, the Conclusion of Zhuzi In His Later Years({RFWi4EEW)) condenses the
content of Yangming s inheriting of Zhuzi; At the same time, it also marked that Yangming developed Zhuzi’s Theory of Mind
(>%2), and began to gain independent status. Yangming inherited and developed Zhuzi’s theory, and put forward the
key concept of “Mind of Zhuzi” (“RF2Z.0>"). “Mind of Zhuzi” can be described as the theoretical crystallization of
Yangming’ s study of Zhuzi. It superficially refers to Zhuzi’s inner world, but in the context of Yangming, it actually
refers to Zhuzi’s Original Mind (45,0 ). It is implemented in Zhuzi-Xue, which also refers to Zhuzi-Xue s ideological
subject, purpose and spirit, as well as the trend of Zhuzi-Xue’ s maturity and finalization; Penetrating into Zhuzi’ s
heart it also refers to Zhuzi’ s academic confidence, sincerity and public interest. This shows that Yangming has a
“Mind of Zhuzi”, which determines that Yangming—Xue and Zhuzi—Xue are basically the same, and the difference
between them is only the difference in specific opinions, not conflict of different school. Yangming—Xue ( FH B %% )
originated from Hui’an (Hf J& ) rather than Xiangshan (% 1lI), which was the product of Zhuzi-Xue’s development in
the Ming Dynasty. “Lu-Wang” (fii T.) is only a name of Theory of Mind, not a relationship of teacher’s giving and
students receiving. According to Yangming, only he and Zhuzi come down in one continuous line and have the same
academic understanding.

Key words: Conclusion of Zhuzi in His Later Years; Wang Yangming; Mind of Zhuzi; Zhuzi—Xue
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