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From the Great Flood to the Wide Land Settlement:
A Study of the Geospatial and Cultural Formation of the Primary “China”

Li Shuangfen

Abstract: Various research data show that around 2000 BC is a turning point in the development of early Chinese
civilization. During this period, a wide range of cooling and flood disasters changed the diversification process of the
evolution of early Chinese civilization. The early civilizations around the Central China experienced cultural decay and
alternate due to their inability to cope with disasters. With the migration of many surrounding ethnic groups to the
Central China, the decline and demise of early civilizations coincided with the flourishing of the Central China
civilization. Because of the advantages of geographical environment, the central area of China developed a wide land
settlement civilization centered on Erlitou. The civilization of the Central China absorbed and drew lessons from the
early civilization development of the surrounding areas, and formed a secular and practical civilization evolution model
in the process of water control. The “Governing in the middle” and “world” concept is also based on the Central
China settled civilization arising. In the process of cultural exchange and ethnic integration, the central area of China
has formed a new cultural community. The development of ancestor worship, the formation of the concept of big
unification, the central of the national system and the concept of authority, and the growth of the culture of rites and
music made the central area of China the original “culture China”.

Key words: flood; wide land settlement; geographic space; culture China
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