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On the Humanistic Thought of Wu Qijun in Qing Dynasty from An Illustrated Book of Plants
Wei Shumin and Zhao Lianfang

Abstract: Wu Qijun is an important historical figure who collected Number One Scholar, provincial governor and
prestigious scientist in Qing Dynasty. Through the lines of his representative work An Illustrated Book of Plants, we can
feel strong humanistic thoughts and concern, including the benevolent thought of nourishing and loving the masses, the
political thought of expressing ambition with plants, and the detached value concerned life and death as well. Those
fully demonstrate his statesmanship of remedying the Qing Dynasty and the masses. Furthermore, his humanistic
thoughts are also reflected in the fields of water conservancy and mineralogy. Science and humanities are two basic
dimensions that complement each other to achieve the significance of his works. Based on a century’ s scientific
research of Wu Qijun with so many essays and books, it’s high time to switch to the perspective of humanities and
fully evaluate the brilliance of his humanistic thought. This is a reflection of the great changes of the times on Wu
Qijun’s academic research.
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