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Construction of the Great Wall in the Qin Dynasty under the Influence of
Natural Environment Factors

Xu Weimin

Abstract: The Great Wall of Qin Shihuang is known as the first Great Wall of China, and it is a huge artificial
structure built on the foundation of the Great Wall of Qin, Zhao and Yan Kingdoms in the original Warring States
Period in order to defend against the harassment and invasion of the northern minorities. It has a great influence on
the development of Chinese history. In order to achieve effective defense and reduce the workload, full attention was
paid to the use and transformation of the natural environment during the construction of the Great Wall of Qin.
Generally, it is built on the side of the steep ridge of the mountain or the deep valley of the river, so as achieving the
purpose of “adapt to local conditions, as a defensive role”. People combined the natural environment with the
construction of the Great Wall, and enforced this principle of “According to local conditions, taking advantage of
natural barrier as defense”. The local condition, means using the local terrain conditions to build the Great Wall
defense project cleverly, and also means making full use of local and convenient materials as building materials. What
the “natural barrier defense” means making use of natural terrain in order to achieve the purpose of resisting enemy.

Key words: the Great Wall of the Qin Dynasty;local conditions ;building materials of the Great Wall
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