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A Probe into the “Reverse Reading” and “Pre—text Form” of Du Fu’s Zhuangyou({{1}i%))
Sun Shaohua

Abstract: Zhuangyou is a five—character old style verse written by Du Fu in his later years. It has 112 lines and
can be divided into six parts. If we adopt “reverse reading” method, read the poem in reverse order, and at the same
time, rule out the possibility of Du Fu’s creation in one smooth motion, there should be a “pre—text form” formed by
the poet in the conception stage before the poem is finally written. The text of Zhuangyou that we have seen so far
may not be entirely written by Du Fu in his later years. It is possible that Du Fu rewrite and finalize it according to
his earlier works. However, this revision or finalization does not affect Du Fu’s study of the style of Sima Qian’s Shiji
({5%i2)) in Zhuangyou. The “undulating, intermittent” in the narration and the “boundless and vigorous” in style,
are precisely derived from the writing method of Sima Qian’s Shiji. It reflects Du Fu’s use and adjustment of writing
skills in the process of poetry writing and revision.

Key words: Du Fu; Zhuangyou; “pre-text form”; narrative style; Shiji
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