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The Explanation of the Resource and Each Piece Theme of Gui—Cang of Shang Dynasty

Zhang Shuguo

Abstract: Gui-Cang was said handed down from Shang Dynasty and scattered gradually in Han Dynasty because it
did not obtained the classics status. Several existing edition of Gui—Cang were collected in different historical period,
and some scholars thought Gui—Cang were counterfeit works. The unearthed Gui—Cang slips of Qin dynasty in 1993
reflected the primitive text and demonstrated the book not pseudograph. Gui-Cang was called Kun—Qian, included five
piece themes, embodied the cult of worship of Sun, Moon and Earth, was primitive myth and legend classic, had a
intensive relation with ancient worship ceremonies. The hand—copied Gui—Cang books of Pre—Chin was preserved and
spread in West and East Zhou Dynasty, Song state and Qin state, and added some contents. The unearthed Gui—Cang
slips of Qin dynasty in Wang Jia—tai (Hubei province)was only hand - copied book till today.

Key words: Gui-Cang; The Book of Changes of Shang Dynasty; the unearthed Gui-Cang slips of Qin dynasty in
Wang Jia—tai
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