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Shuo Wen Jie Zi in the Perspective of Ancient Chinese Characters
Li Shoukui

Abstract: The inheritance and innovation of the study of Shuo Wen Jie Zi(hereinafter reffered to as the Book) is
a significant subject nowadays. The Book is a collection of Chinese characters studies in the Han Dynasty, also a
founding masterpiece of traditional science of Chinese characters. Therefore, it has been fully utilized and studied
throughout the Chinese history, exerting its various values in different eras. Each era has its own distinctive knowledge,
and in today’s view of ancient Chinese characters, it is possible to make more accurate understanding of the
achievements and shortcomings of the Book, and make fuller and wider use of the Book to study and research ancient
Chinese characters. First, the Book is a compilation of the so—called “ancient Chinese characters” of the Han dynasty,
among which the special attention should be paid to in the headings of characters other than the contents. Second, a
brief discussion of the study of the Book from the perspective of ancient Chinese characters is an important way to
break through tradition and achieve systematic innovation. These two parts on using the Book to learn and analyze
ancient Chinese characters are intended to emphasize the importance of not just focusing on the shortcomings of the
Book, but giving full use to its value and grasping the relationship between inheritance and innovation.

Key words: ancient Chinese characters; Shuo Wen Jie Zi; inheritance and innovation
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