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Marrying in Time:on Marriage Age and Marriage Date in Confucian Interpretation of Wedding
Wang Guoyu

Abstract: Confucian humanistic care to marriage, family, and ethical order is adequately embodied in the
traditional Chinese principles of “marrying in time”, whereby ancient Chinese people should marry in time and their
age of first marriage should not be overdue, otherwise meant losing time for marriage. Men marry at the age of 30 and
women at 20 is not their very age of marriage, but their deadline of marriage. Confucians in the Han Dynasty attribute
marriage time based on both the parity of Yin—Yang and the number deduced from the universal law. This
interpretation of the right age of marriage neither conforms with early Confucianism nor corresponds to the facts of
marriage at that time. In addition, the appropriate marriage season, autumn-winter or mid spring for example, debated
by the school of Confucian classics studies, is more of a conventional effect than a consequence of orthodox etiquette or
imperial edicts. Normally, common people got married between the last month of autumn and the first month of spring
next year, even in the second month of spring, during which the wedding etiquette could be exempted to facilitate more
marriage. At the same time, people with noble blood typically got married early, free to marry in any month of a year,
without concerns about losing time for marriage. Considering those marriageable but unmarried men and women, the
early Confucianism had the idea of marriage remedy, and had a profound influence on the administrative practice of
marriage remedy in later generations.

Key words: marry in time; Confucian etiquette; marriage age and season; marriage remedy
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