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10.

A Probe into Savvy Understanding

Wu Canxin

Abstract: There are different opinions about the cognition of “savvy understanding”, the most important ones are
as follows: first, it is to divide knowledge into three levels or three elements: sensibility, intellectuality (aptitude) and
rationality; second, the traditional Chinese savvy understanding is taken as a unique way of understanding like the
western rational knowledge; third, it advocates two cognitive modes: perceptual knowledge and rational knowledge, the
rational knowledge is divided into five levels: understanding, intellectuality, narrow sense of reason, dialectical reason,
practical reason; fourth, it points out that understanding is a kind of advanced form of knowledge which is higher than
perceptual knowledge and rational knowledge. Savvy understanding is first of all a kind of cognitive ability, which is an
integrated cognitive ability of directness, wholeness, organicity and non—description to the nature or connotation of the
object, it includes intuition, imagination and introspection. Then, it is a kind of cognitive level, which is higher than
the perceptual level and the rational level. Also, it is a form of knowledge, with intuition, imagination (association),
reflection three specific forms of knowledge. After that, it is a kind of cognitive realm and life realm. Only with the
highest level of understanding and the strongest ability of understanding, can we reach the highest cognitive realm and
life realm.

Key words: savvy understanding; cognitive ability; cognitive level; cognitive form
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