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On the Relationship between Sanxingdui Civilization and Jinsha Civilization
Zhu Naicheng

Abstract: Sanxingdui civilization was roughly in the Shang Dynasty, and Jinsha civilization was roughly in the
Western Zhou Dynasty. Sanxingdui civilization and Jinsha civilization are inherited and developed before and after. The
dividing point in time is roughly equivalent to the turn of Shang and Zhou dynasties in the Central Plains area. In
terms of gold ware, Jinsha civilization inherited and developed the tradition of Sanxingdui civilization. In terms of
bronzes, Sanxingdui civilization and Jinsha civilization not only have a relationship of inheritance before and after, but
also have a distinct different of development. In terms of jade, the Jinsha civilization share the same cultural
characteristics with the Sanxingdui civilization, but the most exquisite jade is preserved in the Jinsha sacrifice area
rather than in the Sanxingdui utensil pit. The above phenomena, especially the most exquisite jade preserved in the
Jinsha sacrifice area, reflect that the royal family which is the core of Sanxingdui civilization, has transferred to Jinsha.
This become an important demonstration that Sanxingdui civilization was inherited by Jinsha civilization. The transfer
from Sanxingdui civilization to Jinsha civilization maybe related to the replacement of the Shang and Zhou dynasties.
Major archaeological discoveries such as Sanxingdui large utensil pit and Jinsha sacrifice area have recorded the ups
and downs and magnificent historical development of ancient Shu civilization in Chengdu Plain with sufficient physical
materials.

Key words: Sanxingdui; Jinsha; jade; gold ware; bronze

[FTiE®mE/ = 4]
11



