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On the Literati’s Admiration and Transcendence of the Demeanour of Wei and Jin Dynasties
in Later Period of Yuan Dynasty: Take the Literati Party as the Center

Zhang Jianwei

Abstract: The literati admire the demeanour of Wei and Jin Dynasties in later period of Yuan Dynasty, and the

most representative phenomenon is the literati party presided by Liu Renben and Gu Ying. The similarities between the

two are that the literati are willing to live and interact with each other, and they like to be close to nature, with the

pursuit of freedom. Because the imperial power decline and the high gentry hold the government in Eastern Jin

Dynasty, the literati alienate politics which represents a very strong aristocracy. The literati surpass this in later period

of Yuan Dynasty, for the participants are regardless of hierarchical, ethnic or religious beliefs. Their poetry emphasizes

the expression of temperament, and the literati pursue individual independent character. The two pursuits of freedom

and independence of the literati are of special significance in the context of collectivism culture.

Key words: literati party in Yuan Dynasty; literati party in Lanting; the demeanour of Wei and Jin Dynasties
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