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On the Conjugal Relationship of Ordinary Han Families from Archaeological Materials
Liu Zunzhi

Abstract: The Han Dynasty was an important period for the development of ancient families. As the core
component of family, the couple played a very important role in the family development. Archaeological materials have
relatively much embodiment of the conjugal relationship in ordinary Han families, not only various in forms, but also
rich in contents. On the whole, harmony and intimacy was the main body of the conjugal relationship. However, in
some families, there was dissolution of the marriage relationship, while remarriage, concubinage, which all had
corresponding impacts on the family development. Corresponding to the social development and characteristics, there
were differences in the hierarchical status of men and women in ordinary Han families. In addition, there were also
other special contents of the conjugal relationship. The conjugal relationship of ordinary Han families reflected in
archaeological materials was not only rich in contents, but also complex and diverse, which can provide corresponding
reference for the understanding of the development of Han families.

Key words: The Han Dynasty; family; conjugal relationship; archaeological material
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