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The Study on the Origin of the Version of The Biography of Emperor Mu in the Ming and
Qing Dynasties

Zhou Shucan and Zhang Xiaolin

Abstract: Since the Yuan and Ming Dynasties, the Song version of The Biography of Emperor Mu has rarely been
circulated. In the Ming Dynasty, only Qin Rucao’s(Z{&#¥) Xiushitang (%5 f1 %) banknotes and Qin Youyan (2% 4 #7)
banknotes were found. Except for the “Five Elements” version copied in the Ming Dynasty, other bibliophiles in the
Qing Dynasty also copied them. There are Yuan Shoujie (32 B ) and Gu Zhikui (Jil 2 iz ) school ““Photocopies of Song
Dynasty manuscripts”. The Song banknotes in the collection of Yuan Tingtao ( 32 #E#%5 ) and Gu Zhikui in the Qing
Dynasty may be from the Qin Youyan banknotes in the Ming Dynasty. The old banknotes Biography of Emperor Mu
recorded in Zhang Zongxiang’s (5K 5% #F ) Tie Ruyi Pavilion Essays (EKUNJEAF Bfi %€ ) also came from Gu Zhikui and
Yuan Tingtau’s collection of Song banknotes. Judging from the format of the XunXu (7jHp ) preface and preface of the
five—elements manuscripts of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the Qin Rucao manuscript and the Qin Youyan banknote
manuscript seem to be from different versions.

Key words: The Biography of Emperor Mu; the five elements of the version; the copy of the Song version in the
Qing Dynasty
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