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On the System of the Two Capitals in Ancient China’s Multiple Capitals System

Ding Haibin

Abstract: The system of the two capitals originated in the Yin Dynasty, and has since undergone two stages of

development : the east—west balanced system and the north-south balanced system. The east—west balanced system was

the main form of the system of the two capitals in the multiple capitals system of ancient China. It began in the

Western Zhou Dynasty and continued through the Han and New Dynasties to the Sui and Tang Dynasties; the Yuan,

Ming and Qing Dynasties had a more obvious north—south balanced system. The system of the two capitals was

generally accompanied by a dual system of political institutions with different forms and degrees of integrity. The

formation of the two capitals system was mainly due to political, economic, military, natural conditions and cultural

factors. Because of the long existence of the two capitals system in ancient China, the ancient people had developed a

more mature concept of the “two capitals” and a higher degree of recognition of the two capitals system. Transport

between the two capitals was an important matter, especially as the emperor travelled between them, not only on a

large scale and with great ceremony, but also with a large number of palaces and so on.

Key words: ancient China; capital city; accompanying capital; two capitals system; multiple capitals system
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