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Wen Yanbo Said, “To Govern the World for Scholasr—Officials”
Not the Emperor and the Scholar-Officials “Ruling the World Together”

Zhang Xiqing

Abstract: In March of the fourth year of Xi’ ning (1071), Emperor Shenzong had a famous dialogue with Wen Yanbo,
Wang Anshi and other ministers. Emperor Shenzong said: “The reform of the legal system is much displeasing to the
scholar—officials, but what inconvenience to the common people?” Wen Yanbo said: “To govern the world for the literati, not
with the people.” At present, the academic circle generally thinks that Wen Yanbo’s “governing the world for the literati”
means that the emperor and the literati “jointly governing the world”, and even thinks that the Song Dynasty literati and the
emperor “jointly governing the world” started from this. Judging from the content of philology and dialogue, the original
intention of Wen Yanbo is actually that the Emperor “governs the world for the literati and officials, not for the people”. The
idea of the emperor and the literati “jointly governing the world” originated from Emperor Xuan of Han Dynasty, who said,
“If you share this with me (according ‘this’ to ‘governing the world’ ), will have 2,000 Dan)!” Liu Bo, Jizhou governor
of Emperor Xiaowu of the Eastern Jin Period, Zhang Zhibai, Longtu Pavilion of Emperor Zhenzong, and Bao Zheng,
Zhijianyuan of the Emperor Renzong all thought so.

Key words: the emperor; scholar—officials ; the common people; governing the world; rule the world together
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