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A Probe into Su Shi’s Political Ethics Thought of “Adapting to the Situation and Feeling”
Chen Lixiang and Wu Ke

Abstract: Su Shi’s political ethics thought can be originated from Confucianism on the one hand,and the political
reality in the northern Song Dynasty on the other hand. With the influence of these two aspects, Su Shi took “Dao”
and “nature” as the metaphysical basis, disscussed the dialectic relationship of Dao and things, promote the view that
human nature is neither good nor evil, and finally made the conclusion that political principle should base on the time
and human feeling. In the aspect of political practice, Su Shi proposed to respond to the situation in a flexible way,
guide human feelings by means of courtesy, and finally lead to the ideal state of “good governance”, that is, “all
under heaven are at peace”. Su Shi’ s political ethics thought is characterized by “adapting to the situation and
feeling” , which contains the deep thinking of the flexibility of the right and the adherence to humanism, and has
been accepted, respected and imitated by later generations.

Key words: Su Shi; political ethics thought; adaptability to the situation and feeling; potential; temperament
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