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A Brief Analysis of Confucius’ Philosophy of Governance
Ouyang Zhenren

Abstract: Confucius’ philosophy of “government by virtue” is a reflection of Laozi’s idea of “to do nothing
without being inactive” , and in many places in the Analects he speaks extensively of artistic aesthetics, appealing to
the world of art for the construction of one’s spiritual world, which is what Confucius calls Si Wu Xie. There is a
tension between the two, in that without the former, the latter would be impossible, and because of the latter, the
former would be possible. Confucius advocated that “if you wish to establish yourself, you should establish others; if
you wish to attain, you should attain others” and “if you do not wish for yourself, do not do to others”, and his
philosophy of governance is based on the essence of what makes people human. Only in this way can the state be
governed in an effective way that is consistent with the nature of man. Confucius’ philosophy of governance has been
rooted in the blood and soul of the Chinese people for more than 2,500 years, and remains an important inspiration
for the construction of contemporary political thought.

Key words: government by virtue; Si Wu Xie; recommend people of virtue and lead the people of ordinary virtue

and aptitude; harmony but not uniformity; human emancipation
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