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The Legend of Yu and the Consolidation and Expansion of Chinese Identity
in Qin and Han Dynasties

Cui Jianhua

Abstract: In Qin and Han Dynasties, the legend of Yu was an important cultural element to consolidate and
expand Chinese identity. The classic Yu Gong recording the story that Yu eliminated the flood, called the world
Jiuzhou, which inspired the regional control strategy of the Han dynasty and provided legitimacy for the replacement of
Chinese representative power. Around the unification of the Qin dynasty, day—choosing arts under the name of Yu such
as “Yuxuyu” were shared by Qin and Chu, which provided a platform for the cultural fusion. In early Western Han
dynasty, the day-choosing art from Qin gradually prevailed, which reflected regional integration in the field of custom.
There were also some legends of Yu in the edge of the Qin and Han empires. People in Wuyue alleged that Yu was
buried in Kuaiji, thus, QinShihuang mounted Kuaiji and offered sacrifices to Yu, which had the significance of
cultural unification. The minority of Miao lived around Dongting and Pengli, and the legend that Yu conquered Miao
implied that the middle Yangtze basin were being integrated into the cultural circle of the Central Plains. The legend
that Yu was born in Qiang was based on the long—term coexistence of the Qin and Qiang. In the Han dynasty, people
in Shu changed the statement that Yu was born in a stone into another statement that Yu was born in Shiniu, which
finally established Chinese identity in the southwest area of the empire.

Key words: Qin and Han Dynasties; Chinese identity; Yu; Kuaiji; Qiang
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