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On the Chastity—Pursuing Death of Semu Jinshi and Officials in the Yuan Dynasty
Hu Rong and Yang Fuxue

Abstract: The rise of the imperial examination in the Yuan Dynasty was relatively late and few scholars were
selected, but there were a large number of Jinshi who died in the national disaster at the end of the Yuan Dynasty,
especially Semu Jinshi, accounting for a high proportion. In addition to Jinshi, many Semu officials also died at that
time, forming a rare phenomenon of death in history. These Semu Jinshi and officials were neither Mongols nor the
ruling class; They were not Han people. Unlike the Han people holding the ethical concept of loyalty to the king for
thousands of years, the high proportion of their death was a problem worthy of consideration. The first reason lies in
the popularity of Neo-Confucianism among Semu people entering China. The concept of loyalty, filial piety and
righteousness advocated by Neo-Confucianism had a great impact on Semu Jinshi and officials; Secondly, the imperial
examination system implemented in the Yuan Dynasty biased Semu people, making them have a variety of advantages
in social life; Thirdly, although Semu people were not the rulers in the Yuan government, they were highly trusted and
formed a close relationship with the rulers.

Key words: the Yuan Dynasty; Semu jinshi; Semu officials; Uyghur; Xixia; Neo-Confucianism
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