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On the Nature of Wu Xing Zhi of Han Shu from the Narration of
“PianYi JinJue” (A< 4B )

Hu Xiangqin

Abstract: In the second year of Duke Min of Lu, Duke Xian of Jin sent his Prince Shen Sheng to crusade the
Gaogluos, but gave him “PianYi JinJue” —%“a different clothing and a gold notched ring”, which aroused fierce
controversy. In fact, the discussion caused by the costume contains the profound connotation of ritual and music culture
and the conspiracy of political struggle. Zuo Zhuan and Shi Ji record the detailed and vivid narration of the story of
“PianYi JinJue”, and the cause—effect relationship between things are judged according to historical facts. However, Ban
Gu’s Wu Xing Zhi has attached it as FuYao (JIlR 4k ), which makes the complicated political struggle covered with a
mysterious veil. If Zuo Zhuan was able to describe the facts rationally, The Wu Xing Zhi interpreted the event with
irrational theological thoughts. Ban Gu holds that the purpose of “Wu Xing Zhi” is to “connect Chun Qiu”, and the
narration of “Pian Yi Jinjue” in “Wu Xing Zhi” is a vivid reflection of its purport of “connect Chun Qiu”.

Key words: PianYi JinJue; Wu Xing Zhi of Han Shu; Fu Yao
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