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“Ming” and the Identification of Musicians and the Administrative Operation Mechanism:
Discussion Centered on “Ming” in Documents Unearthed in Qin and Han Dynasties

Li Li and Xie Wei

Abstract: The existence of “Ming” in legal and civil affairs in unearthed documents of Qin and Han Dynasties is
an administrative act of identifying or giving a new crime or identity to the person of “Ming” . And it is reflected in
the nature of administration must perform some formalities or procedures. This kind of identification behavior named
“Ming” also showed a more typical significance in the professional fields requiring technology and skills in Qin and
Han Dynasties. And it is the same for the “musician” who has higher requirements in technology and skills. This kind
of administrative act to identify the identity of musicians already existed in the music institutions such as “Outer
Music”, “Zuo Yue” and “Yue Fu” in Qin of the late Warring States or Qin Dynasty, and showed a relatively mature
administrative operation mechanism and characteristics. Discussion of the above issues is conducive to a deeper
understanding of the identity of “musician” in Qin and Han Dynasties. The administrative act of granting the status of
“musician” through “Ming” is decided based on the establishment of posts for public servants of musician. For the
musician engaged in public service to start the administrative procedure of “Ming”, a series of conditions attached to
the status of “musician” will also occur and exist due to his/her position. Different from the public service with
personal dependence in “Zuo Yue” and “Yue Fu”, under the control of “Da Zhu”, it served for “foreign music” in
the form of “Jian Geng”, which might be the position characteristic of “music” in the early Qin and Han Dynasties.

Key words: unearthed documents of Qin and Han Dynasties; Ming ( 4 ); the identity of musicians; recognition

mechanism
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