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Sacrifice to Folk Shrine for Earth God and Pray Mode in Early China

Cao Shenggao

Abstract : Sacrifice to shrines for Earth God was the most important folk sacrificial activity in early China. The

emperors established highest shrine, the governors established ducal states shrines to offer sacrifices to the Lord of land,

and people established folk shrines to offer sacrifices to the God of land where they lived. The Qin Dynasty destroyed

the highest shrine of Zhou Dynasty and abandoned the ducal states shrines, only folk shrines remained. The folk

shrines of the Han Dynasty inherited the functions of praying for rain, blessing and prayer, which formed the most

common folk sacrificial activities in ancient China. The prayer in the sacrifice of the folk shrines is not only an oral

system to communicate the spiritual life style of gods and human, but also an oral system to meet the realistic

expectation, which can be used as an entrance to observe the social life and literary style of early China.

Key words: Early China; pray for rain; blessing for happiness; shrine adjustment; prayers and congratulatory speech
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