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Confucius’ Worldly Wisdom by Practicing What He Knows Impracticable

Wu Xianwu

Abstract: In a story of The Analects of Confucius,a gatekeeper said Confucius was “who practices what he knows

impracticable”. Some consider it as ridicule. Some contend it was praise. Some disapprove of this assertion. All these

are opinions of absolutism, neglecting Confucius’ worldly wisdom. By “what he knows impracticable”,

the gatekeeper

imposed “what he himself knows” on Confucius, as a result of egocentrism, while Confucius went beyond his private

ends to a “selfless” realm, regardless of “what he knows practicable” or “what he knows impracticable”. What the

gatekeeper called “practicing” is true of Confucius, who insisted on practicing because being moral is a practical

activity and being sage is an endless process.

Key words: Confucius; know; impracticable; practice; egoism
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