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The Way of Junzi in The Great Learning
Han Xing

Abstract: Junzi (Man of Virtue) in The Great Learning refer not only to the emperor, but also the scholar with
moral cultivation. A Junzi must be sincere in his intentions, be consistent inside and outside, be broad—minded and feel
comfortable; he must be cautious about his independence, which is the practicing of sincerity; he should learn from
others to reach the supreme moral state; he should do his best to renew his virtue every day; he should finish his
education at home, mange his family first and then mange his country; he should apply the rule, acting from top to
bottom, put himself into other people’s shoes; he should cultivate himself and make others civilized; he should conform
to the wishes of people, becoming someone similar to people’ s parents; A Junzi has a way to brought wealth and
makes a fortune. The way of Junzi in The Great Learning is developed at the “eight items” level of investigating
things, knowledge, sincerity, integrity, self-cultivation, fregulating the family, governing the kingdom and peacing the
world. The way of Junzi in The Great Learning focus on the internal work of Junzi’s sincerity, cautious independence,
skills of learning others, the renew of virtue everyday. From the perspective of outside practice, the way of Junzi in The
Great Learning also focus on the extrapolation of fregulating the family, the kingdom management, applying the rule,
becoming someone similar to people’s parents and creating wealth in a virtuous way, which have laid the scale of the
Confucian Junzi’ s personality and provided people with basic methods and ways to learn to be a Junzi. The Junzi is
on the road of sanctification in order to be a crackerjack and saint. The important chapters of The Great Learning
which involving Junzi need to be dredged in combination with the notes of previous dynasties, deeply excavate their
Junzi thought and clarify the way of Junzi, in order to carry forward the Junzi culture and advocate the style of Junzi.

Key words: The Great Learning; the way of Junzi; effort; practice
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