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Focus and Dislocation: Kaiyuan and Tianbao in the Vision of People in the Tang and Song Dynasties
Ding Jun

Abstract: There were three different views on the Kaiyuan and Tianbao in the Tang people. The first was praising
the whole Kaiyuan and Tianbao eras as peace time, and emphasizing the extremely prosperity of the later Tianbao
period. The second was only praising the Kaiyuan era. The third view regarded that well-governance were achieved
when Yao Chong and Song Jing were prime ministers, while the mid and late period of Kaiyuan and total Tianbao era
were denied. The word “well-governance of Kaiyuan” ( JF JC Z Jf ) appeared in Song dynasty, and developed from the
third point. This article argues that Tang Xuanzong’s era contained both well-governed period (76 1) and prosperous
period (J& - ) .The former refers to the early Kaiyuan era which reappeared the features of “well-governance of Zhen
guan”. the latter refers to the stage which began at the 18th year of Kaiyuan, ended in the last stage of Tianbao. The
peak time appeared since the 25th year of Kaiyuan when system reforms were finally completed. So, we call it
“prosperous age of Kaitian”.

Key words: well-governance of Kaiyuan; prosperous age of Kaiyuan; historical material of Tang and Song Dynasties.
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