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Investigation of the Ancient Plague Remains from the Perspective of Medical Archaeology
Zhao Congcang, Zeng Li, Qi Xiang

Abstract: Haminmangha Site and Miaozigou site are typical cases of archaeological discovery of ancient plague
remains, which have been studied by many scholars. Previous studies have judged that most of the residents of the two
sites died abnormally, which should be caused by the outbreak of the plague, from the aspects of the younger age of
death, the higher mortality rate, the disordered accumulation of human bones and the good preservation of daily living
tools and production tools in the house site. From the perspective of medical archaeology, this article found that in the
prehistoric period, there were certain isolation areas for the occurrence of the plague, forming a way of dealing with the
plague. People took the burial, fire and burial in the house site cellar hole and other relatively closed space to deal
with the plague corpse, thus to prevent the spread of the disease. Some plants with medicinal value may be used for
epidemic treatment. It is also possible to pray for gods and dispel diseases, and form a certain anti-epidemic control
mechanism. It provides a reference for the identification and cognition of the plague remains in the archaeological work,
and also has some reference significance for the prevention and control of today’s diseases.

Key words: Medical Archaeology; the ancient plague remains; isolation area; medical treatment
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