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From White Jade to “china’: The Creation Path of Chinese Civilization
Xiong Chengxia

Abstract: In the gene pool of Chinese cultural prototype, jade culture started from the wild stone and experienced
the attribute changing process from labor tools, objects symbolizing the country, aesthetic depth, transformation and
translation as morality. Jade not only maintains and relates the material basis of ancient people’ s existence but also
surpasses the cultural representation and spiritual belief in the process of Chinese civilization. As original coding
symbol, jade bears the history of the occurrence of Chinese civilization and the conceptual history of the unity of
“Dao” and objects, which has condensed into a deep cultural prototype in the long—term transformation. Stone tools
have given birth to aesthetic cognition and national spirit that are compatible with them, stimulated the porcelain
creation thinking of “similar to jade” and “advocating jade”, and successfully solved the context gene that has been
running through thousands of years. It is impossible for a civilization without a “communication system” to last for a
long time. It is through the system of creating material civilization from jade to porcelain that we can understand the
change of its concept identity and aesthetic practice. The wisdom and ideas in the path of Chinese creation are finally
integrated into the path of cultural ideal and civilization spreading and sharing. Tracing the origin of the creative
culture genes associated with jade wares and porcelain is helpful to interpret the highest goal of virtue in the creative
thought of “Chinese civilization made by jade” , and explore the meaning between its “CHINA” encoding and
decoding as a normative text of Chinese civilization inheritance.

Key words: the ware creation; white jade; china; believe in the jade; symbolic coding
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