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The Integration of Heavenly Principle and Government Affairs: a Study of Cheng Hao’s
Thought of Governance

Guo Jingdong

Abstract: With the rise of Neo—Confucianism, Cheng Hao elaborated his systematic thoughts of governance in view
of the social and political problems faced by the Song Dynasty at that time, on the basis of inheriting Mencius’
theory of mind nature and taking the principle of heaven as the metaphysical basis of virtue. His thoughts mainly
included four aspects: first, the reform of the official system should be carried out in the political aspect, and the
officials should be given certain choices while strengthening the assessment in order to enhance the strength of
administrative execution. Second, in the economic aspect, the Song Dynasty should improve people’ s livelihood and
maintain proper boundaries on land distribution, so that people have permanent property and enhance people’ s
recognition of the dynasty. Third, in the social aspect, in order to build a good social and political order, the Song
Dynasty must widely teach, and give full play to the role of Confucian morality in the grass—roots to change the
customs. Fourth, in the education, the Song Dynasty must set up more schools to cultivate talents and lay a moral
foundation for governance.

Key words: Principle of Heaven;Cheng Hao; Governance
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