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Examples of Interaction Between Central Plain and Borderland, Written and Folk Literature:
On the Origin and Development of Wugenzhuan in Western Xia Dynasty and Fu Zhidao, the
Earliest Writer

Xu Xiping

Abstract: Wugengzhuan is a folk tune widely popular in China. There are relevant forms in Chinese and languages
of all ethnic groups in Central Plains and borderland. Wugengzhuan in Western Xia text has a close relationship with
the literature of the Central Plains, and thus which traces the source of Wugengzhuan. Ouyang Xun’ s Art and
Literature recorded that it was the earliest existing written literature. His five forms became the basis of the later
literati in the Central Plains, but in the Western Xia, Dunhuang and the Central Plains Wugengzhuan became more
flexible and free. Fu Zhidao’ s Wugengzhuan is a work describing special life scenes of frontier fortress and expressing
human emotions, which was inherited by literati in the Central Plains, especially by writers in the Ming Dynasty.
However, folk works mainly show the love of between men and women and promote religious teachings. The Fu Zhidao’ s
origin, the relationship with Fu Manrong family in the Southern Dynasty and the creation of the examination theory
reflects the influence and interaction between written and folk literature in various regions and ethnic languages in
Chinese literature.

Key words: Western Xia Literature; Song and Ci of Wugenzhuan; Fu Zhidao
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